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power and other attributes, then the difficulty would have been carried
forward and you would have had to explain how it is possible for a
sloping mountain or a winged horse to be thought of without their
existing, while a God who has knowledge and power cannot be con-
ceived of without His existence being involved.

You say: that it is not in your power to think of God
without existence (that is of a supremely perfect Being devoid
of a supreme perfection) as it is within your power to imagine
a horse either with wings or without wings1. But nothing is to be
added to this, except that, as you are free to think of a horse that
does not have wings without thinking oj its existence, that existence
which, if added, will be a perfection in it due to you; so you are free
to think of a God that has knowledge, power and the other perfec-
tions, without thinking of His existence, which, if possessed by Him
would render His perfection complete. Whence, just as from the
fact that a horse is thought of as possessing the perfection of being
winged, it is not therefore inferred that it has existence, the chief of
perfections, through your instrumentality; so neither from the fact
that God is considered as possessing knowledge and other perfections
is His existence deduced from that: rather it finally remains to be
proved. Although you say: that existence quite as much as other
perfections is included in the idea of a Being of the highest per-
fection, you affirm what has to be proved, and assume your conclusion
as a premiss. For I might also, on the other part, say that in the
idea of a perfect Pegasus, there, was contained not only the perfection
of having wings, but also that of existing. For as God is thought
to be perfect in every kind of perfection, so is Pegasus thought to be
perfect in its own kind, and you can bring forward in criticism
nothing which cannot, if the parallel between the, two be duly
observed, be taken to hold of both alike.

You say: as in thinking of a triangle it is not necessary for
. me to think that its three angles are equal to two right angles,
though that is none the less true, as is afterwards clear when we
attend to the matter; so we may indeed think of the other per-
fections of God without thinking of His existence, though that is
none the less true when we note that it is a perfection. But you
see what may be said, viz. that as that property is discovered after-
wards to exist in the triangle, because a demonstration proves it, so
we must employ a demonstration in order to discover existence in

1 Vol. i. p. 182, ad init.